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Managing invasive Reeve’s muntjac (Muntiacus 
reevesi) against legal, political and social 

constraints

Alastair Ward
National Wildlife Management Centre
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British Deer Society
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Acevedo et al. (2010) Diversity & Distributions 
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• Browse line
• Loss of understorey e.g. primulas
• Browsing of hazel coppice
• Ivy – also for monitoring relative 
abundance/activity

British Deer Society
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BASC (2004) Deer stalking survey

• BASC - 13,400 deer hunter members
• BASC - c.250,000 deer shot by 
members
• BASC - c.20,000 muntjac shot
• FC - Thetford c.1000 muntjac p.a. 
over 15,500ha
• TMS – 128,000 muntjac in England 
and Wales
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Wäber et al (2013) J Wildl Manage
• Planned cull of c.3000 annually
• 23-40% removal rate
• Annual density measurements 
imply population stability
• 289-2680 muntjac dispersed
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“The British Deer Society, a charity, works to 
enable the deer of the United Kingdom to 
exist in today’s environment and ensures that 
their future is secure for generations to come”

www.bds.org.uk

“BASC is a national representative body for 
sporting shooting. We have five strategic 
objectives:
• A strong and unified voice for shooting
• All [political] party backing for shooting
• Balanced comment to the media
• Continued opportunity to go shooting
• High standards”

www.basc.org.uk

“Muntjac stalking packages from Euro 60-410 per animal”
www.muntjacstalker.com
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2007 distribution Predicted climax distribution Predicted climax density

Georgina Palmer unpublished data. University of Durham
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Costs (£)

Starting
population
size

Median Lower 95th percentile Upper95th percentile

5
14733 31358 9983

10
16640 38490 11890

20
18555 39930 12855

50
20500 42825 14325

100
22475 50025 15350

200
24050 60625 16450

Eradication

Perpetual management: £916,057 (£457,821-£1,915,411)
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Scottish deer management
• Deer management groups
• Landscape-scale approach
• Surveillance, reporting and rapid response

Shooting muntjac
• Highseats
• Stationary vehicles (engine off)
• On foot
• Bait
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Capture
• Long nets
• Box traps
• Clover traps
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Corral trap (for wild boar!)
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Don’t
• Repeat England’s missed 
opportunities
• Allow unregulated keeping
• Allow lawful release into the wild
• Enable public acceptance
• Leave response too late

Do
• Consider Scotland’s example
• Regulate keeping
• Legislate against release/escape
• Encourage partnerships for 
surveillance and rapid response
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