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New Forest Non‐Native Plants Project



Reducing the Impact of Non‐native Species in Europe



Location of 
The New Forest





• Awareness raising

• Submitting records

• Research and 
 survey

• Mapping

• Practical control

• Motivation of 
 volunteers



Awareness raising



Submitting records
 Recording card and HIWWT website



Research and survey
 American skunk cabbage



Marsh marigold

Water mint

Opposite‐leaved 
golden‐saxifrage

Water avens



PLOT1
The Number of Other Species per Quadrat

 
plotted Against the Cover of Skunk Cabbage

Correlation Coefficient r = 0.76, Significance <0.0001











Graduates of 
 Southampton University

Athene
 

Gadsby
 

and Tom Fox



Research and survey
 Giant hogweed along the Avon Water

Marija
 

Nilova
 

and 
Louise Cooke

Graduates of 
Southampton
University





Risk to 
human   
health

Factor to 
consider



Factors to consider

Health and safety
Risk assessments
Lone‐working
Insurance cover
Safety equipment
First aid training
Water safety training



Mapping

Recent graduate
Freddie Sutton



Practical control
 Pitcher plant





Practical control
 Himalayan balsam



< 4 metres high but short roots



Lots of youngsters…..Beavers, Cubs



Scouts and Guides



Schools



Children on work experience



College and University groups



University placement students





Corporate volunteers

BMW
Finance
Department

Waitrose

HSBC Bank

Lloyds Bank



Conservation volunteer groups



Regular volunteers



Himalayan balsam ‐
 

control by volunteers



Thank you to all our balsam volunteers!

2013

at least
175 
volunteers

over 
2,155
hours





Motivation of volunteers

Questionnaire

What prompted?

What motivates?

What most enjoy?

What least enjoy?
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Any Questions?
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